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Architect Uses StoGuard® Products on Her New Home
Whitney Okon, architect for an enclosure consulting firm in Charleston, South Carolina, works with
problematic buildings. She deals primarily with multi-family repair design – condominiums, apartment
complexes, and so on; but also works on residential and large-scale commercial projects. It was through
this work that she first became familiar with Sto Corp’s line of fluid-applied air and moisture barriers as
an alternative to fabric or adhesive-applied products.
In buildings that need repairs, Sto’s liquid-applied systems have the flexibility, durability and range to
address an array of issues. Okon, depending on the project, often prefers them to fabric-based wall
systems, like building wrap or adhesive-applied material.
“Sto has a litany of products within their fluid applied systems that can be used to help create continuity
with the air and moisture control layers,” Okon explained. “It has been my experience that a lot of their
competitors still use a combination of fluid-applied products along with a fabric and/or peel-and-stick
component.”
Fluid-based systems can give builders an easier task, without all the necessary shaping and potentially
frustrating application of sheet material. Additionally, Sto’s products provide a one-stop shop that
works well with a number of offerings under their umbrella of systems.
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Bringing professional knowledge into a personal pursuit
Recently, Okon began a more personal project that draws upon her experience and expertise. She
worked with a residential architect to help design the enclosure system on her own new construction
home in Mount Pleasant – a suburb outside Charleston. As she put it, she worked so closely with the
products in her career that when the opportunity to incorporate them into her own home arose, it was
a chance she could not resist.
While new, custom residential construction is not quite the same as commercial repair design, Sto’s
products can offer the same benefits to Okon’s home as they do to an apartment or condominium
building.
Combining form and function
Okon is drawn to Sto’s aesthetic appeal – something that can set it apart from many other building
materials and weatherproofing providers. Sto offers stucco finishes that come in a variety of styles
– Okon opted for the limestone finish, which has an accurate look, and texture and can be used in
combination with Sto’s air/moisture barrier and drainage mat assemblies.
“It’s essentially a four-coat stucco system where the applicator can take the freeform product and pull it
tight over the more traditional three coat system. I really enjoy the faux limestone look.”
But the products offer more than the right look. Because the fluid-applied moisture barrier is effective
against air as well, Okon felt comfortable scaling back on her thermal insulation, choosing fiberglass
batt rather than a more expensive spray foam option in the wall cavities.
Additionally, the Sto products are easy and flexible enough that the builder was free to play with the
sequence in which aspects of the home were constructed – the product can be applied at a number
of different points during the building process. That operation was also beneficial for contractors who
were not as accustomed to working with fluid applied systems.
Okon explained that many people are still “behind the 8-ball” when it comes to these types of applications, but that Sto is a great resource with “Sto’s technical department having provided timely and
thorough insight into their brand throughout the design and construction process.”
The next steps
The team broke ground in late September 2014, and has completed the framing, the window installation, the application of the weather-resistive barrier and the installation of the asphalt roof shingles.
The construction team has begun to install insulation, with the drywall and stucco finish soon to come.
Okon hopes the house will be completed in June or July, with no specific difficulties beyond what is to
be expected of any custom-built home.
Okon also awaits the energy-saving benefits of an airtight house. She has not measured anything yet,
but she anticipates that the Sto system will contribute to a more energy-efficient structure.
“I’m hoping to get out of it, of course, energy savings,” Okon clarified. “I’m looking forward to having
a blower door test on the house to see how tight it really is.”
In preparation, Okon advised her mechanical contractor to account for the continuity of the air barrier
that she expects to receive.
Primarily, Okon is excited to have applied a system that she works with so closely in her career to her
own custom home. As an architect, it’s been a goal of hers to build her own home. Now she has the
chance to carry that through using a system that she already has a professional connection to.
“As an architect, it would be a shame not to use materials on my own home that I’m specifying every
day in my professional practice.”

